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Layout Tours and Op Sessions
Model Contest,/Celebration, Displays,
Clinics, Self-Guided Tours, Consignment Sales & Banquet
B

Clinics Morning, Afternoon and Evening
-Topics include: Prototype and Models that Followed,
Growing Up with the V &0 plus Dayton & Troy Electric Railroad

Model Contests/Celebration:
Models Judged by AP

Company Store: Will be offering Convention Cars

Self-Guided Local Attractions:
Rail Tours, Non-rail Activities,including area Museums and Historical sites

Layout Tours & OP Sessions: Self Guided Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Evening Displays:T-Trak

Consignment Sales:Sell your excess items Layout Tours
. ; e& andOp

\

Bauquet Speake:Otto M. Vondrak Sessions
Clinic Topic Self Guided 4l
The Impact of Allen McClelland’s F'I"_c')g;)s, .
Virgina & Ohio Saturday and

Banquet Topic: Sunday
90 Years of the RMC History ”lm



Convention Registration Page

Registration - $70
Family Member - $25 each
« Children under 16 are free

» Number of family attendees
Non-NMRA - $90
* Non-member must complete the NMRA Rail Pass 9-month trial
membership application prior to convention
« Miami Valley Division will pay fee and mail the application

Please use the following link to provide your registration

information: https://whistlestop2026.regfox.com/whistle-stop-
dayton-nmra-mcr-2026-convention.

Note: Recommend viewing the rest of the charts before completing registering.

Hotel Information

« The 2026 MCR Convention will be held in The Marriott at

the University of Dayton, 1414 South Patterson Boulevard,
Dayton, Ohio 45409

« Accommodations include:

» Luxurious rooms (2 twin beds or 1 King size By
« On-site restaurant

* Pool and Fitness equip N -

)l _Ir'f'.i.‘lﬁ_l'llﬁ,&.‘.@!l_u;':lii!{
———
« Free transportation within 5 miles

« Convention reservations must be made with the hotel
before 7 May 2026

» Details on the next page




Hotel Reservations

« Reservations for the room block will be made by individuals calling into
Marriott direct at 1-800-MARRIOTT (800-627-7468)(must mention the
National Model Railroad Association Mid Central Region, to get the
established Group Rate) or by using this customized reservation
link: Book your group rate for National Model Railroad
Association-Mid Central Region. Guests will have until your cutoff date
of 05/07 /2026 to make reservations with the discounted rate
of $165/night plus taxes (16.5%) and will be responsible for their own
charges. Your contracted room block is below:

« The reservation link URL is also

Guests can either call into 1-800-MARRIOTT (800-627-7468)(must
mention the National Model Railroad Association Mid Central Region) OR

by using the url or booking link ( Book your group rate for National Model
tral Region

Banquet Information

The Whistle-Stop Dayton 2026 regional convention concludes
Saturday evening, June 6, 2026 with the convention/awards
banquet. Cocktails begin at 6:00 pm with a social hour, cash
bar, and cheese and crackers. At 6:45 pm conferees will move
to the banquet room with the banquet starting at 7:00 pm.

« We will formally recognize those who have achieved Master
Model Railroader (MMR) status in the past year and
congratulate winners of the Celebration of Modeling contests.

« The banquet will be capped off by our featured speaker, Otto
Vondrak, Editor of Railroad Model Craftsman Magazine.

Just before closing, we will hear a summary of next year'’s
convention details by Division 7.




Banquet Information continued

This Y(ear's banquet offers a choice of four entrees—Sirloin
Steak, Grilled Salmon, Grilled Chicken, Vegan Ravioli,
and desserts. Complete information on the menu can be
found on the next page. If you have any dietary limitations
or dairy-specific allergies, please contact the banquet
chairman through the On-Line Banquet button on the
Registration Page. Each meal is listed with a separate cost.
Also please note that once you have selected and paid for
your meal, that selection cannot be changed. Color-coded
meal tickets will be issued with your registration packet and
must be displayed next to your plate so the serving staff can
serve you with the correct meal.

When you have selected your menu preference, please
return to the registration page

Banquet Menu

BASEBALL SIRLOIN STEAK -- $59 HERB CRUSTED SALMON - $48
(INCLUDES GRATUITY) (INCLUDES GRATUITY)
8 oz cut, chef cooked to medium (GF) (NOT V) 6 oz filet (GF) (NOT V)

Served with a Cabernet Demi Reduction Oak grilledB&Isewed with a Roasted Pear Ragout and
alsamic

Creamy Au Gratin Potatoes (V) (GF) Creamy Au Gratin Potatoes (V) (GF)

California Blend Vegetable Medley (Broccoli California Blend Vegetable Medley (Broccoli,
Cauliflower, Red Peppers, Carrots, Zucchini) (V) (GF) Cauliflower, Red Peppers, Carrots, Zucchini) (V (GF)

Ranch (GF) and Cranberry Champagne Dressing (GF) Ranch (GF) and Cranberry Champagne Dressing (GF)

Note: Ranch dressing contains dairy Note: Ranch dressing contains dairy

Fresh Artisan Rolls with Butter (V) (NOT GF) Fresh Artisan Rolls with Butter (V) (NOT GF)

Carrot Cake (V, HAS NUTS) OR New York Style Cheesecake Carrot Cake (V, HAS NUTS) OR New York Style
Cheesecake (V) (BOTH DESSERTS NOT GF) Cheesecake (V) (BOTH DESSERTS NOT GF)

Coffee (Regular or Decaf; Hot or Iced Tea) Coffee (Regular or Decaf, Hot or Iced Tea)




nmra

(c0rg

Banquet Menu

GRILLED CHICKEN ASIAGO -- %43 VEGAN RAVIOLI - $36
(INCLUDES GRATUITY) (INCLUDES GRATUITY)

Served with Roasted Tomatoes and Spinach, Vegan Ravioli with House Roasted Pepper Red
Topped Asiago Cream Sauce (GF) (NOT V) with Romesco Sauce (V) (NOT GF)

California Blend Vegetable Medley (Broccoli, California Blend Vegetable Medley (Broccoli,
Cauliflower, Red Peppers, Carrots, Zucchini) (V) (GF) Cauliflower, Red Peppers, Carrots, Zucchini (V) (GF
Ranch (GF) and Cranberry Champagne Dressing (GF) Ranch (GF) and Cranberry Champagne Dressing
(GF)

Note: Ranch dressing contains dairy Note: Ranch dressing contains dairy
Fresh Artisan Rolls with Butter (V) (NOT GF Fresh Artisan Rolls with Butter (V) (NOT GF)
Carrot Cake (V) (NOT GF: HAS NUTS) OR Carrot Cake (V) (NOT GF: HAS NUTS) OR

New York Style Cheesecake (V) (BOTH DESSERTS New York Style Cheesecake (V) (BOTH DESSERTS
NOT GF) NOT GF)

Coffee (Regular or Decaf); Hot or Iced Tea) Coffee (Regular or Decaf; Hot or Iced Tea)

NOTE: Salads, salad dressings, and desserts (4 carrot cake (with nuts) and 4 cheesecake) will be preset at
each table. If a GF dessert option is needed, a Chocolate Mousse (GF) is available thru the Dietary Restriction
Button.

Layout Tour Information

We have 16-20 home layouts available during periods

of the convention and again on Sunday.
- Several other have been contacted but have not yet
committed

Layouts will be assighed by geographical area
Most layouts will host an Open House on Sunday

Click here for a list of layouts open for tours




THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER

THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER FOR THE WHISTLE-STOP, DAYTON 2026 CONVENTION, OTTO
VONDRAK, EDITOR OF RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN MAGAZINE, WILL SPEAK TO US ON THE
HISTORY OF MODEL RAILROAD CRAFTSMAN MAGAZINE AND OFFER PERSPECTIVES ON THE
FUTURE OF MODEL RAILROADING.

Otto is a native of New York State, and he is a graduate of Rochester Institute of Technology
(RIT)’s graphic design program. He is a lifelong model railroader from his start with a Lionel
train set at age five and later getting into HO with a Bachmann freight set on a 4X6 layout.
Childhood trips to New York City with his father riding early Metro-North commuter trains on
the Harlem Line cemented his love of railroading. He is a member of the National Model
Railroad Association, Northeast Region and a co-founder of the RIT Model Railroad Club. He
enjoys kitbashing and scenery, as well as track planning and proto freelancing. As a published
author, his work has appeared in Railroad Model Craftsman, Railpace, Railfan & Railroad, CTC
Board, Trains Magazine, and a number of books on railroad history. He joined the staff of
Railfan and Railroad as an associate editor in 2011. He is also an active volunteer and
president of the Rochester & Genesee Valley Railroad Museum. He has been working with
White River Productions since Railfan & Railroad and Railroad Model Craftsman were acquired
from Carstens Publications in 2014. Otto will also present a clinic on the Legacy of the V&0
and will make himself available to interact with convention attendees throughout the
WHISTLESTOP DAYTON 2026 CONVENTION. Many thanks to Otto Vondrak.

Operation Sessions

 Alimited number of operating layouts will be available
on a first come/first serve basis due to the limited
capacity of each layout.
» At this moment only 2-3 layouts will be available for operation
* The number of spaces available has not yet been determined

* T-TRAK ops sessions in the Hotel
» Sessions planned for 30-45 minutes
» Schedule for reservations to be provided later
» First come /First serve




Clinics
« Variety of clinicians from throughout the region
» Otto Vondrak, Publisher, RMC
Alex Heckman, Historian, Carillon Historical Park
Steve Salaman, Historian, Medina
Brad McClelland, V&O Historical
Dave Oroszi, noted historian

« Several Topic categories
- Railroad History
Construction, including 3D printing, scratch building, etc
Electronics
AP Program
And others

Clinics: Additional Examples

How the RB and B&B Circus moved to 130 Cities in the 1920's, by Jerry Severson. How the Ringling Brothers and
Barnum & Baily Circus moved huge numbers of people, horses and wagons, etc. without telephones and computers.

PRR in our area, by Scott Lindsey. A Substantial part of railroading in our part of the state, and country.

The Impact of Allen McClelland's Virginian & Ohio, by Otto Vondrak. One of the great layouts of all time, not just in the
Dayton area.

Intermodals: How We Got Here, Both Prototype and Model, by John Larsen. Reports by an expert in the business,
not only prototype but also models.

Highlights and Exhibits of Carillon Park, by Alex Heckman. This is a must for not only model railroaders but also family
members! Dayton's industrial, rail history and otherwise.

The Beauty of Scale, by Rick Lach.
The Life and Carvings of Emest Warther, by Rick Lach.
Twentieth Century Presidential Whistlestop Trains in Dayton, by Steve Salaman.

Using an Arduino in Model Railroading, by Gordon Carlson.




More Clinics

The Charles F. Kettering Research Lab: Ridgeleigh Terrace to Yellow Springs & Beyond, by C. E. Johnson. A
report on one of the greats in Dayton's history.

Moving the Troops (in WWII), by Ric Zimmerman.

Exploring the Sugar Industry, by Ric Zimmerman.

3D Printing, by Erk Buck.

Warped Modeling-More Modeling Ideas Using Cardboard & Cardstock, by Sam Swanson (probably two).
Prototype Photos and the Models That Followed, by Sam Swanson (probably two).

An AP Program Update, by Ray Persing (probably two).

Scratchbuilding in Wood, by Ray Persing (maybe two).

Dayton & Western #602, by Ray Persing (maybe two).

Dayton & Troy Electric Railway, by Ray Persing (maybe two).

Building a Brick Engine Shed From Cardboard, Paper & Sticks, by Phil Gliebe.

Celebration Room

- We'll have both a popular vote contest and an evaluated contest
using AP guidelines

« Bring those models and photos - we’d like to beat last year’s total
number!
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Celebration Room (Cont)

* Never entered a model before? We'll have people there to help you!

- Want to volunteer to help out in the room or as a model evaluator?
Click the link below:

- https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0949AFAD23A31-58854557-
whistlestop

- This data is needed to determine the nhumber of support
personnel required

For more information on the Celebration Room, contact
Ray Persing at trpersing@gmail.com

Company Store

+ The company store will have the follow items on sale:

Dayton, Duluth & Western (DD&W), 40’ boxcar, manufactured
by Accurail - $30.00 ea.
Kadee couplers, Intermountain metal wheelsets and Y4 oz
weights - $15.00 per set.
Separate items -

» Kadee #148 couplers - $8.00 per 4-pack

» Stick-on % oz. weights - $3.00 per weight

« Intermountain Metal wheelsets - $8.00 per set of (4)

» Other items
- All Items available as supplies last




Consignment Sales

Consignment area is available for NMRA members to sell personal railroad
items

» The sign-up forms should be completed before turning in items
» The convention will collect 10% of all sales

+ Consignment area instructions and sign-up forms are available on line
at

The Company Store will take CASH or CHECKS (with proper ID)
SORRY no CREDIT CARDS accepted
Make Checks Payable to: Division 3 Mid Central Region NMRA

The Company Store will keep a 10% commission from the sale of ALL items
sold.

All State and Local taxes included in the cost of all sales.

Raffle

« The Company Store will sell raffle tickets in the Store &
Consignment area.

« One (1) Raffle Ticket for $1; Six (6) Raffle Tickets for $5

« Convention Volunteers may wander through the
convention area selling tickets, as well

- Raffle numbers will be drawn on Saturday after 2:30 PM
and displayed outside the store by 3:00 PM




Extra Fare

« 2026 Convention Car - $27 (if ordered during registration)
» Honoring the late Bob Fink MMR

« 2026 Convention Pocket Polo Shirt - approx. $32
« Orders must be placed by 15 April to ensure delivery

« Tour of Hawthorn Hill, Wright Mansion — $14 per person)
(limit of 14 people per tour- No refunds or changes)

« Thursday afternoon (1.5 hours)

- Friday afternoon (1.5 hours)
» Transportation from Carillon Park is provided round trip

Guided Tour of Hawthorn Hill

We are pleased to announce two special tours to Hawthorn Hill, the Wright Home, with
special admission prices. Dayton History and Carillon Park is offering a special guided
tour on two separate dates and times during the Whistlestop Dayton Convention.

Most people know that the Wright Brothers are from Dayton; however, they may not be
aware that they can tour the renovated mansion built by the Wright Brothers in 1914
and lived in by Orville Wright and his sister Katherine Wright and their father for 34
years. Then it was purchased by NCR but subsequently turned over to Dayton History at
Carillon Park and is now available to the public.

We are offering tours at 2:00 pm on Thursday, June 4, 2026 and at 12:30 pm on Friday,
June 5, 2026. These special guided tours begin and end at Carillon Park and are
available at the special convention price of $14 person for a max of 14 people per tour
(first come first served). Register early on the Registration page to guarantee your
ticket. No refunds.




Local Attractions

Carillon Historic Park

Wright Brother Bicycle Shop, Hawthorn Hill, The wright
flying field

The National Museum of the United State Air Force
The Lebanon Scenic Railroad

The Packard Car Museum

Dayton Dragons Minor League Baseball

And much...much more

Display Room
» T-TRAK - Operating Display
» Over 1000 sq ft for modules

» Bring your division’s modules
» Make our T-Trak display the “talk-of-the NMRA”

» Dalmatian Switching District
« 24 x 2.5 ft HO switching display

» Available for attendee operation with assistance
+ Special session will be available for wives




We invite you to come to Dayton and have a

great convention; bring you family; enjoy the

great historical aspects of this great American

city; hear some great model railroad clinics;
visit several layouts.

HAVE FUN!
We plan to give you our best, always.

Discover Dayton!

Sponsors

Accurail, Inc Discover Dayton Carillon Park
National Museum of the United States Air Force




TRAIN SHOW & SALE

OUR 36TH YEAR

SATURDAY MARCH 21, 2026 1D:N?_A.M to 3:00 PM
HoOLY FAMILY PARISH SAFFIN CENTER
2938 POPLAR LEVEL RD, LOUISVILLE, KY 40213

MODEL TRAINS IN ALL SCALES

OPERATING LAYOUTS AND DNSPLEYS

RETaIL SALES - OVER 100 DEALER TABLES

MODEL RALROAD EDUCATION

JOIM THE NMRA - HATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION
HourLy DOOR PRIZES!

GREAT FOOD & BEVERAGES

FREE P ARKING

$6.00 PER PERSON — CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER FREE WITH AN ADULT

SronsorReD 8Y MATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION
Dasion 8 - Mio CENTRAL REGION

FoR MORE INFORMEATION VIZm
WEBSITE: hitp:#dlvE-mcr-nmra.crg

ADVANCE TICKETS: hitps-itinyurl comiSpring202eTraingnow

ALVARRCE TICHETS DEALER INFORMATICN




Division 7 Car Project (Limited Availability!)
Virginian & Ohio 36' Wooden Boxcar

In 1923, the Miami Valley Railroad, a subsidiary of the Virginian & Ohio,
ordered 50 boxcars from American Car and Foundry. These cars had an in-
side length of 36' 5", an inside height of 8' 4", an inside width of 8' 6", and a
capacity of 2580 cubic feet. They featured Hutchinson steel roofs, 7/7 mvert-
ed rib steel ends, seven-foot wooden doors, Andrews trucks, and K-style air
brakes. The cars were delivered with MVR reporting marks.

The V&O also ordered 34 of these cars, which were delivered in V&O livery
and carried V&O reporting marks. Some of these cars were rebuilt at the
West Carrollton shops in July 1940 in the buildup to World War II. The last
of these cars continued in service until late 1952. V&O Tool Car No. 435 was

rebuilt at West Carrollton in December 1946. It continued in service on the
V&O into the late 1960s.

Manufactured in the USA by Accurail, these Limited-Edition HO Scale Car
Kits were designed by W. Allen McClelland and produced with his permis-
sion by Cincinnati Division 7, Mid Central Region, NMRA, Inc.

Of the four different cars and road numbers originally made - only 1 version

1s still available but in very limited quantity!
Gray V&O MOW #435

Pricing is $21.00 per car. Shipping (USPS) & handling i1s $10.40 for one car,
and $18.40 for two or more cars via USPS. Ohio residents, please add 7.8%
sales tax on the total price of the kits and the shipping/handling fee.

Prior to ordering, please email our Car Projects Chairperson first to confirm
availability and postage amount. Then, when ordering, please send your email
and phone information along with a check or money order in US dollars, pay-
able to Cincinnati Division 7, MCR, NMRA, to:

Cincinnati Division 7 Car Projects
c/o Paul Maciulewicz

9151 Congress Court

West Chester, Ohio 45069



SPRING FLEA MARKET & TRADE SHOW

Sponsored by Cincinnati Division 7, NMRA, Inc.
www.cincy-div7.org/local-events

saturday, MARCH 7, 2026

10AMto 3 PM
LAKOTA WEST FRESHMAN CAMPUS

5050 TYLERSVILLE ROAD
WEST CHESTER, OHIO 45069

FEATURING LOCAL MODELERS & HOBBY DEALERS

$7 Admission (Cash only, ATMs off-site) — Kids 12 and
under and Scouts in uniform free with accompanying
paying adult — No animals allowed, except service dogs

All SCALES of Model Railroad Items, Videos and more!
Tables $25 (2.5 x 8 ft) — Reservations: rhord@fuse.net

Don’t miss this popular model train buy-sell event!
“A model railroad trade show”

This event will be operated under all local, state and federal health guidelines in effect at
that time. Masks are currently optional. If recommended, hand sanitizer will be available at
multiple locations. Subject to cancellation due to events beyond our control. See
https://cincy-div7.org/local-events for last-minute information or changes.







