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DIVISION 7 CAR PROJECT 

We still have the Division 7 Accurail N&W 2-bay covered hopper (3 available, different #’s). $20 each.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact: Company Store Manager - Scott Benson, sbenson440@zoominternet.net  

Contest Corner 

It’s generally considered to be the job of the host committee to recruit volunteers for the various 
convention positions, but it’s always a big help if everyone attending can give a couple hours of their 
time. 

We’ve been blessed in recent years with highly qualified evaluators (called judges until recently) 
and I’m certain that Dayton will be no exception.  For those of you interested but without prior experi-
ence, training will be provided in both a clinic and on-the-job evaluating.   

Finding Arts & Crafts evaluators tends to be more challenging.   If you or your significant other 
can help, please share the idea in advance.  Help us (and you) avoid last minute lobby recruitment!  

We’ll need one or two additional staff people throughout the weekend to help entrants get their 
entries properly registered and on display.  A couple of hours of your time should suffice. 

Security (usually two volunteers) will be required whenever the room is open.   It entails politely 
enforcing a few rules to keep the entries and checked items safe. 

A photographer will be needed for both pictures of entries and presentations during the ban-
quet.  Last year’s guy is doing something else this time but I know that at least a few of you could do a 
better job than he did (and he won’t mind a bit!) 

And finally- bring your entries! 

Thanks for your consideration. 

Dave Williams 

MCR Contest Chair   contest@midcentral-region-nmra.org 



PRR Employee Tom Carr, General Foreman of St. Clair Avenue Engine House, Columbus Ohio 

By Rick Tipton with Philip Carter 

Note: I offer this biography of Thomas Carr to members of the Mid Central Region, NMRA, because it deals 

with the 20th Century movement of PRR shop personnel from the older/smaller shops in our area to the larg-

er, centralized shop complexes.  Specifically, Tom began his career with Jeffersonville (Indiana) Shops, across 

the river from Louisville.  And then the Pennsylvania Railroad moved him to Columbus Ohio; it happens I’ve 

lived and model railroaded in both places. 

One of the pleasant by-products of having authored the Pennsylvania Railroad Technical and Historical Socie-

ty’s 2011 book The Pennsylvania Railroad in Columbus Ohio was being contacted by Philip Carter of Columbus 

Ohio.  Philip offered biographical Information on his grandfather, PRR employee Thomas Luckett Carr.  I have 

added notes to expand understanding of locations and their roles in PRR operations. 

My grandfather Thomas Carr was born circa 1874.  I don't know if he was from a farm family, or whether he 

had siblings, only that his father was the Clark County (IN) Sheriff for several years.  I recall my mother saying 

his formal schooling ended with the eighth grade.  About 1892, at age 18, Thomas went to work for PRR at 

Jeffersonville, Indiana as a locomotive fireman.  [Note: Jeffersonville, in Clark County Indiana, lies on the north 

bank of the Ohio River, across from Louisville, KY.  Jeffersonville was PRR’s operations base at the south end 

of PRR’s Louisville Division main from Indianapolis.  Even years later most PRR employees in the Louisville area 

were Indiana residents]. 

My grandmother Lillian M. Carr was eldest of ten children of a hard-working Clark County farm family.  She 

graduated from the Borden Institute, a teacher preparatory college at Borden in Clark County, and taught 

thereafter, I believe.  After she and Thomas Carr were married, and while the couple lived in Jeffersonville, 

Lillian cooked meals for the prisoners at the Clark County Jail for several years.  Her earnings saved from doing 

these meals helped the couple build a house later, in the 1920s, in Bexley.  [Bexley is a Columbus OH residen-

tial area not far from St. Clair Avenue Engine House and PRR’s 20th Street Shops]. 

I don't know when he got on the ground from locomotives, but he worked at Jeffersonville, Indiana, in the 

shops until 1917.  [Note: these ancestral shops of the Jeffersonville Railroad were downtown, in a shops/

roundhouse/freight house/passenger station complex at the original JRR’s southern terminal.  These shops 

turned out significant steam power in the early days.  However, a new PRR main line to the 1870 Ohio River 

Bridge to Louisville bypassed the original stations and shops, and later a new engine terminal and other facili-

ties were built at the south (Louisville KY) end of the bridge]. 

In 1917 Thomas Carr was transferred by PRR to Columbus OH.  He and his wife Lillian had a wide circle of 

friends there and were respected and well-liked.  She was a DAR member and a committed and active Presby-

terian.  They were members at the Broad Street Presbyterian Church in Columbus from 1917. 
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PRR’s Columbus facilities east of the Union Depot included Twentieth Street Shops (heavy locomotive repair 

and car building and repair) and St. Clair Avenue Engine House, a 41-stall roundhouse which serviced freight 

engines off 1) the Panhandle Division from Pittsburgh, 2) the Columbus Division (to Logansport/Chicago and 

to Indianapolis), 3. the Akron Division (via Orrville to Akron and Cleveland), and 4). the coal-carrying Sandusky 

line north to Lake Erie.  In 1917 and following years, this meant steam switchers, fleets of H6 and H8 Consoli-

dations, I1/I1a Decapods, N2/N2sa (PRR’s USRA 2-10-2’s), and some articulateds (especially CC2s 0-8-8-0’s) 

for transfer service.  We might note that passenger engines were serviced at Spruce Street, a separate round-

house/coach yard complex west of Columbus Union Depot. 

Thomas rose to General Foreman, St. Clair Ave. Engine House, and was pictured in the Ohio State Journal Ro-

togravure Section, Sunday January 25, 1930.  Pictured also was L.E. Doyle, Engine House Foreman, and others 

we haven’t identified. 

He was, I clearly recall, tall (6' 2" or 3"), good looking (as the 1930s picture shows), soft-spoken, genial, and 

not a big talker.  He was a Mason (the diamond from his Masonic pin was the diamond in the engagement 

ring that grandson Philip Carter gave to his bride). 

He was self-educated.  I recall how impressed I was when I was in college, looking at the technical books on 

the shelves at their house, and at what was going on at the St. Clair enginehouse when he took me to visit in 

1943 or '44 when I was five or six years old, and much later when reading The Pennsylvania Railroad in Co-

lumbus, Ohio.  Though now obsolete, the technology which a foreman of a major enginehouse had to work 

with was (and still is) complex and intimidating. 

My mother and grandmother often said that he was highly regarded by PRR senior management in Pitts-

burgh, was told by Pittsburgh that he would have been promoted into higher management if he had had a 

college degree, and that several men from Pittsburgh management made the trip to Columbus for his funeral.  

He was, my grandmother and mother so often said, admired and well liked by the St. Clair roundhouse em-

ployees. 

My grandmother told me of a strike when pickets (laborers from St. Clair) were sent to their house in Bexley 

on a very hot summer day.  She, always gracious, took lemonade out to them.  They were, they said to her 

again and again, embarrassed being there, that they were picketing only because the union required them to 

be, and that they all loved him at St. Clair.  Knowing my grandmother, I don't doubt for a moment that what 

happened was exactly as she told it 

My understanding is that he was the head foreman at St. Clair Engine House when he retired, which I believe 

was in 1940 or '41.  However, he returned as a special assistant, working on assignment in Columbus during 

WWII, until he died in 1944.  Thus, he was a lifelong PRR employee, even past “retirement”.  His obituary says 

he was age 70, with residence at 2495 Bexford Place (Bexley) in Columbus. 



 POTENIAL CHANGES TO THE MCR REGULATIONS  

BOB SCHREVE 

Proposed changes to the regulations:  

1) Change the title of “Region Convention Manager” to “Region Convention Advisor” throughout the regu-

lations document.  

2) Various typographic and formatting errors found in the document  

3) Major changes to the following Articles / Sections:  

 

Article VII, Committees / Section 3. Regional Convention  

From: “The Region Convention Manager shall be responsible for obtaining future convention bids, collecting 

convention information reports and assisting local convention committees in planning their meetings.”  

To: “The Region Convention Advisor shall work with the Region President in obtaining future convention 

bids. The Advisor is responsible for collecting convention information reports and assisting local convention 

committees in planning their meetings. The Region President can appoint a Convention Committee to as-

sist.”  

 

Article IX, Meetings  

Section 1  

From: “There shall be at least one regular general membership meeting held each year during April or May, 

known as the Spring Membership Meeting. The meeting hosts and Directors shall determine the most desir-

able dates. Any Region business may be transacted at this meeting. “  

To: “There shall be at least one regular General Membership meeting held each year. The meeting shall be 

held during the MCR regional convention. If there is a year where no MCR regional convention is held, the 

Directors shall determine the date and format for the general membership meeting. Any Region business 

may be transacted at this meeting. “  

Section 2  

From: “There shall be at least one regular Board of Director’s meeting held each year during April or May, 

known as the Spring BOD Meeting. Whenever possible, a second similar meeting shall be held in September 

or October, known as the Fall BOD Meeting. The meeting hosts and Directors shall determine the most de-

sirable dates. Any Region business may be transacted at either of these meetings.  

To: “There shall be at least one regular Board of Director’s meeting held each calendar year, known as the 

Annual BOD Meeting. The meeting shall be held during the MCR regional convention. If there is a year 

where no MCR regional convention is held, the Directors shall determine the date and format for the Annu-

al BOD Meeting. Whenever possible, a second similar meeting should be held in the second half of the year, 

known as the Fall BOD Meeting. The Directors shall determine the date and format for this meeting. Any 

Region business may be transacted at either of these meetings. “  



Article XVI, MID CENTRAL REGION CONVENTIONS  

Section 1  

From: “The Mid Central Region shall hold at least one Region convention annually. This convention should 

also be held on such dates so that the Mid Central Region’s Spring Membership Meeting can be held during 

the convention.”  

To: “The Mid Central Region shall hold a regional convention annually. This convention shall be held between 

mid-April and mid-June. The General Membership and Annual BOD meetings shall be held during the regional 

convention. In a year the NMRA National Convention is scheduled for a city within the Mid Central Region, or 

other extenuating conditions exist, the MCR BOD can choose whether or not to hold a regional convention 

during that calendar year.”  

Section 2  

From: “The bids of host for Convention locations shall be submitted to the Region Convention Manager not 

less than eighteen (18) months prior to the meeting date. The Region Convention Manager shall report the 

bids with recommendations to the Region President, for Board of Director approval. Consecutive regular Con-

ventions shall not be held hosted by the same Division unless there are no other bids. No bids will be enter-

tained from groups who do not represent Divisions.”  

To: “The Region Convention Advisor and Region President shall work together to solicit bids from various 

MCR Divisions to host a regional convention. If desired, two or more MCR Divisions may co-host a regional 

convention. Bids to host a Convention shall be submitted to the Region Convention Advisor not less than 

twenty-four (24) months prior to the convention date. The Region Convention Advisor shall report the bids 

with recommendations to the Region President, for Board of Director approval. Consecutive regular conven-

tions shall not be hosted by the same Division unless there are no other bids, or the proposed convention is 

being cohosted with another Division. No bids will be entertained from groups who do not represent a Divi-

sion.”  











 



 



 

















 






